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WHAT IS CLAIMED TS: 

1. An image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public 
communication network, comprising: 

input means for inputting image data; 

compression means for compressing the image data input 
by said input means; 

first transmission means for transmitting by facsimile 
the image data compressed by said compression means; 

second transmission means for transmitting the image 
data compressed by said compression means as attached data 
in an e-mail message; 

selection means for selecting said first transmission 
means or said second transmission means; 

determination means for determining, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, 
whether or not the amount of image data compressed by said 
compression means is a predetermined amount or greater; and 

reduction means for reducing the amount of image data 
to less than the predetermined amount when said 
determination means determines that the amount of image data 
is the predetermined amount or greater. 

2 . An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
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1, wherein said reduction means decompresses the compressed 
image data and causes said compression means to again 
compress the image data with a lower resolution. 

3 . An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein said reduction means decompresses the compressed 
image data and causes said compression means to again 
compress the image data at a higher compression ratio. 

4 . An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
3, wherein said compression means perform JPEG compression; 
and 

said reduction means changes values in a quantization 
table used to perform JPEG compression. 

5. An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein said input means includes a scanner for scanning 
a document image; and 

said image communicating apparatus further comprises 
converting means for converting the color space of an image 
scanned by said scanner to YCbCr. 

6 . An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
1, further comprising display means for displaying that it 
is determined, by said determination means, that the amount 
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of data is the predetermined amount or greater. 

7 . An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein said reduction means includes dividing means for 
dividing, when said input means inputs image data of a 
plurality of pages, the image data of the plurality of pages 
so that the amount of image data in an e-mail message is 
less than the predetermined amount. 

8. An image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public 
communication network, comprising: 

scanning means for scanning a document image; 

compression means for compressing image data scanned by 
said scanning means ; 

first transmission means for transmitting by facsimile 
the image data compressed by said compression means; 

second transmission means for transmitting the image 
data compressed by said compression means as attached data 
in an e-mail message; 

selection means for selecting said first transmission 
means or said second transmission means; and 

setting means for setting a scanning resolution 
employed by said scanning means, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, to 
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be lower than a scanning resolution employed by said 
scanning means when said first transmission means is 
selected. 

9. An image communicating apparatus according to Claim 
8, further comprising: 

determination means for determining, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, 
whether or not the amount of image data compressed by said 
compression means is a predetermined amount or greater; and 

reduction means for reducing the amount of image data 
to less than the predetermined amount when said 
determination means determines that the amount of image data 
is the predetermined amount or greater. 

10. An image communicating apparatus according to 
Claim 9, wherein said reduction means decompresses the 
compressed image data and causes said compression means to 
again compress the image data with a lower resolution. 

11. An image communicating apparatus according to 
Claim 9, wherein said reduction means decompresses the 
compressed image data and causes said compression means to 
again compress the image data at a higher compression ratio. 
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12. An image communicating apparatus according to 
Claim 11, wherein said compression means performs JPEG 
compression; and 

said reduction means changes values in a quantization 
table used to perform JPEG compression. 

13. An image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public 
communication network, comprising: 

input means for inputting image data of a plurality of 
pages ; 

compression means for compressing the image data input 
by said input means; 

first transmission means for transmitting by facsimile 
the image data compressed by said compression means; 

second transmission means for transmitting the image 
data compressed by said compression means as attached data 
in an e-mail message; 

selection means for selecting said first transmission 
means or said second transmission means ; and 

dividing means for dividing, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, the 
image data of the plurality of pages so that the amount of 
image data in an e-mail message is less than a predetermined 
amount ; 
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wherein said second transmission means creates an e- 
mail message for each portion of image data divided by said 
dividing means . 

14. A control method for an image communicating 
apparatus for transmitting image data to another apparatus 
through a public communication network, comprising: 

an input step of inputting image data; 

a compression step of compressing the image data input 
in said input step; 

a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message; 

a determination step of determining, when the second 
transmission mode is selected in said selection step, 
whether or not the amount of image data compressed in said 
compression step is a predetermined amount or greater; and 

a reduction step of reducing the amount of image data 
to less than the predetermined amount when it is determined 
in said determination step that the amount of image data is 
the predetermined amount or greater. 

15. A control method according to Claim 14, wherein. 
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in said reduction step, the compressed image data is 
decompressed, and the image data is again compressed with a 
lower resolution. 

16. A control method according to Claim 14, wherein, 
in said reduction step, the compressed image data is 
decompressed, and the image data is again compressed at a 
higher compression ratio. 

17. A control method according to Claim 16, wherein, 
in said compression step, JPEG compression is performed; and 

in said reduction step, values in a quantization table, 
which is used to perform JPEG compression, are changed. 

18. A control method according to Claim 14, wherein, 
in said input step, a document image is input from a 
scanner; said control method further comprising a conversion 
step of converting the color space of an image scanned by 
the scanner to YCbCr. 

19. A control method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising a display step of displaying that it is 
determined in said determination step that the amount of 
image data is the predetermined amount or greater. 
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20 . A control method for an image communicating 
apparatus for transmitting image data to another apparatus 
through a public communication network, comprising: 

a scanning step of scanning a document image; 

a compression step of compressing image data scanned in 
said scanning step; 

a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message; and 

a setting step of setting a scanning resolution 
employed in said scanning step, when the second transmission 
mode is selected in said selection step, to be lower than a 
scanning resolution employed in said scanning step when the 
first transmission mode is selected. 

21. A control method for an image communicating 
apparatus for transmitting image data to another apparatus 
through a public communication network, comprising: 

an input step of inputting image data of a plurality of 
pages ; 

a compression step of compressing the image data input 
in said input step; 

a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode. 



in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message; 

a dividing step of dividing, when the second 
transmission mode is selected in said selection step, the 
image data of the plurality of pages so that the amount of 
image data in an e-mail message is less than a predetermined 
amount ; and 

a creating step of creating an e-mail message for each 
portion of image data divided in said dividing step. 

22. A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
program for causing an image communication apparatus for 
transmitting image data to another apparatus through a 
public communication network to execute the following steps , 
said program comprising: 

an input step of inputting image data; 

a compression step of compressing the image data input 
in said input step; 

a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression mode 
is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message; 
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a determination step of determining, when the second 
transmission mode is selected in said selection step, 
whether or not the amount of image data compressed in said 
compression step is a predetermined amount or greater; and 

a reduction step of reducing, when it is determined in 
said determination step that the amount of image data is the 
predetermined amount or greater, the amount of image data to 
less than the predetermined amount. 

23. A computer- readable storage medium storing a 
program for causing an image communicating apparatus for 
transmitting image data to another apparatus through a 
public communication network to execute the following steps , 
said program comprising: 

a scanning step of scanning a document image; 

a compression step of compressing image data scanned in 
said scanning step; 

a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message; and 

a setting step of setting a scanning resolution 
employed in said scanning step, when the second transmission 
mode is selected in said selection step, to be lower than a 
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scanning resolution employed in said scanning step when the 
first transmission mode is selected. 

24. A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
program for causing an image communicating apparatus for 
transmitting image data to another apparatus through a 
public communication network to execute the following steps , 
said program comprising: 

an input step of inputting image data of a plurality of 
pages ; 

a compression step of compressing the image data input 
in said input step; 

a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode, 
in which the image data compressed in said compression step 
is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message; 

a dividing step of dividing, when the second 
transmission mode is selected in said selection step, the 
image data of the plurality of pages so that the amount of 
image data in an e-mail message is less than a predetermined 
amount ; and 

a creating step of creating an e-mail message for each 
portion of image data divided in said dividing step. 
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25. An image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public 
communication network, comprising: 

input means for inputting image data; 

confirming means for confirming a destination; 

compression means for compressing the image data input 
by said input means; 

transmission means for transmitting the image data 
compressed by said compression means as attached data in an 
e-mail message; 

determination means for determining whether or not the 
amount of image data compressed by said compression means is 
a predetermined amount or greater; and 

reduction means for reducing the amount of image data 
to less than the predetermined amount when said 
determination means determines that the amount of image data 
is the predetermined amount or greater. 



